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ABOUT THE ORGANISATION 
 
Newcastle is a thriving and developing city where the arts is en route to becoming a significant 
tradition and of value to its people. The Newcastle Youth Orchestra is proud to be establishing itself 
as an organisation responsible for developing young, dedicated musicians and seeking the support 
for these young people amongst its community. 
 
Embarking upon its sixth year, Newcastle Youth Orchestra is an auditioned ensemble of musicians 
aged 14 to 25 years rehearsing weekly during the school term at the Newcastle Museum. Working 
toward four main concerts and pop-up performances in the community, NYO is defining its place in 
the musical context of Newcastle. The orchestra engages some of the regions most committed and 
dedicated young musicians and has been part of the development of some of our musicians in to 
professional careers or further study abroad. 
 
NYO Kids concludes another successful year, after it first began rehearsal in February 2014, for 
students aged 10 to 16 years. This training orchestra of enthusiastic young students and families 
exude a passion for music and community connectedness. 
 
An exciting addition to the NYO family is the Newcastle Wind Orchestra – an ensemble that has 
grown to over 60 members in 2018. NWO rehearses each Wednesday evening at the Junction 
Primary School.  
 
Contributing the cultural life of Newcastle and the Hunter through its concert programs, 
collaborative projects and engaging of new audiences, Newcastle Youth Orchestra is leading the way 
in providing opportunities for young musicians to achieve excellence in music education. 
 

VISION 
 
NYO is an organisation where young musicians can create, collaborate and contribute to the cultural life of 
our community and beyond. 

 

MISSION 
 
Newcastle Youth Orchestra aims to educate and nurture emerging young performers, through a diverse and 
challenging repertoire of orchestral music, towards excellence in performance. 
 

VALUES 
 
We believe in / that:  

• Creativity happens in an inclusive and collaborative place  
• Encouraging our students, friends and families to embrace musical opportunities to foster an 

enduring love of the arts  
• Striving for excellence both educationally and artistically  
• Enriching and serving our audiences, our community and the region  
• Prudent and consistent governance  

  



 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 
Since the 2018 AGM, the Board of Newcastle Youth Orchestra assembled on the following dates: 
 
8 March 2018 
18 May 2018 
20 September 2018 
15 November 2018 
18 March 2019 
 
 
Philip Sketchley OAM, Chair  
10 September 2014 – 4 November 2015 
 
Mary O’Leary, Treasurer 
10 September 2014 – 4 November 2015 
 
Karen Gallagher, Secretary 
10 September 2014 – 6 February 2016 
 
Susan Denholm 
10 Sept 2014 – 20 July 2017 
 
David Carraro 
Appointed 4 November 2015 – 18 March 2019 
 
 
 
Tony Dockrill, Chair  
Appointed 2 February 2016 -  
 
Jason Butler, Treasurer 
Appointed 29 June 2016 - 
 
Marilyn Sainsbury 
10 Sept 2014 – 
 
Jack Machin, Public Officer 
Appointed 12 May 2016 -  
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PATRON 
Brett Kelly 

BOARD 

ARTISTIC 
Dr Ian Cook 

Artistic Director 

 

NYO Kids Conductor 
Rodney Wickstrom 

 

ADMINISTRATIVE 
Sally Ebert 

Manager 

NYO Guest Conductors 

Stephan Muehr 

Peter Coombes 
Andrew Hermon 

 

Concertmaster 

Joshua Walker 

 

Manager 

Laura Dawson  
(June 2014 – June 2016) 

 

Manager 
Michael Power 

(June 2016 – December 2016) 

 

 



 

 
FROM THE CHAIR 
 
The year at NYO has again contained excitement, challenges and certainly rewards for both our 
orchestra members and our audiences.  
 
The program of concerts and repertoire has again extended our members at times, and this is 
important to the individual orchestra members to allow them to develop personally as musicians, 
as well as teams within the full ensembles.  
 
The NCC Cultural Grant has provided much needed support and allowed NYO to stage “Wonderful 
Town” at the Newcastle Town Hall. This provided our orchestra members a fantastic experience to 
perform in this style of production with vocal artists. On behalf of the board I sincerely thank Dr 
Ian Cook for his vision for this end of year production, and I hope this is the start of many to come.  
 
Again, on behalf of the board I would like to note a sincere thank you to our manager Sally Ebert, 
Artistic Director Dr Ian Cook, and our NYO Kids conductor Rodney Wikstrom for their ongoing 
dedication to NYO. I would also like to thank our board members for their time and input during 
the year, providing guidance and oversight to the organisation.  
 

It is pleasing to see our numbers starting to grow again during 2018/19, and of particular note 
within the NWO ensemble. This was another initiative of Dr. Ian Cook when he joined NYO as 
artistic director.  
 

Board member David Carraro stepped down earlier in 2019. David was our parent representative 
on the board, and his perspective from having at times 3 children as orchestra members certainly 
provided valuable insight.  
 
The biggest challenge to NYO, as is the case for many arts-based organisations, is funding. Our NCC 
Cultural Grant has been invaluable for our ongoing operations, however we cannot rely on this 
going forward with the future rounds of this grant. Our private support has increased in this last 
year however we certainly need to focus on future corporate and private financial support in 
order to allow NYO to provide the varied and challenging experiences to our members.  
I am very pleased that The Newcastle Club confirmed their support of 3 seats in our Chamber 
Ensemble which starts in September 2019. This is a new ensemble that again will provide our 
musicians with a different form of musical experience and repertoire from that provided within 
the larger orchestras.  
 

On behalf of the board I thank our orchestra members and families for entrusting NYO to provide 
orchestral experience, and both musical and personal development to these young people.  
 
Although we provide what I believe to be largely unique music education and orchestral 
experiences to our members within our region, I also believe we continue to enhance the musical 
culture of Newcastle and the broader Hunter area.  
 
Yours Sincerely,  
 

 
 
Tony Dockrill  
Chair – Newcastle Youth Orchestra. 



 

FROM THE ARTISTIC DIRECTOR 
It is with pleasure my Artistic Report for the Annual General Meeting – 2018-2019.  The last 12 
months has been a busy time for the ensembles. My endeavour has been to continue building the 
orchestra and developing new initiatives. Over the past 12 months we have been fortunate to have 
the of NCC Cultural Grant. We had the opportunity of performing in the Newcastle Writers Festival 
once again and featured the Wind Orchestra in collaboration Carl Caulfield and Ghillian Sullivan in 
a program of Animal Tales. We developed the popularity of the Family Concert within the Newcastle 
Writers Festival. In 2018 the Family Concert was taken up by Sacred Spaces in Singleton and we 
have been invited back in 2019 with the NWF programs Animal Tales. This will be part of the 2019 
Newcastle Music Festival. 
 
Since our last AGM the orchestra has NYO has rehearsed in several venues. In 2018 the orchestra 
had the benefit of rehearsing on Sunday in the Harold Lobb Hall. While this was a generous offer by 
the Conservatorium it was not a reliable venue because of external bookings. In 2019 NYO moved 
to The Junction Public School to rehearse along with the NYO – Kids and NWO. Acoustically it is drier 
environment, it is one that I prefer because the players have to ‘work’ more at the sound with the 
end benefit being realised a concert hall. I am grateful for the support we get from the Principal, 
Catherine Larkman and the staff of the school for all their assistance.  
 
Our concerts in 2018 and 2019 were very successful beginning with the Mostly Mozart with two 
fabulous musicians, Simone Easthope and Benjamin Moser. All three performances at Avondale 
College, Newcastle Music Festival and the Upper Hunter Conservatorium of Music were well 
received.  The Wind Orchestra undertook a large collaboration with the National College of Dance 
in a production of Johan de Meij’s The Lord of the Rings. This was the 30th Anniversary of this 
incredible work the three performances enthralled the audiences with this music and dance 
spectacular. This second concert at the end of 2018 was in collaboration with the Wind Orchestra 
presenting a concert version of Leonard Bernstein’s Wonderful Town as a New Year’s Eve Concert 
in the City Hall. Again, it was another centenary celebration – LB’s Birthday. Great thanks go to the 
orchestral members, soloists and Kathryn Dries and Ghillian Sullivan for their direction. All these 
concerts wee produced with the assistance of the NCC Cultural Grant. 
 
2019 saw both major ensembles engage in promoting young soloists and commissioned works that 
were related to Newcastle. The first concert by NYO was entitled Novacastria. Our featured soloist 
was Clare Gibbons performing the Concerto No 1 for Clarinet by Weber. Past alumni of NYO 
Christopher Pantelidis was commissioned to compose a work for the Orchestra. Novacastria was 
the title of the piece and was well received by both the orchestra and audience alike. Christopher is 
heading to Sweden in August to pursue postgraduate studies in composition and we wish him the 
very best for this new chapter in his life. Two weeks later NWO presented their concert with Jordan 
Brynes performing the Toshio Mashima Saxophone Concerto – Birds. This was an Australian 
premiere and cleverly crafted for both wind orchestra and soloist. Jordan was a member of the WO 
several years ago and is completing his BMUS at Sydney Conservatorium. He is an incredible 
musician and now looking to go to Europe for further study. At High School he was awarded his 
AMUSA in Year 11 and then LMUSA in Year 12.  To complete the commission cycle Brendan Collins 
composed A Novocastrian Rhapsody based on his early life in Newcastle growing up in a very musical 
family. Brendan’s father was Errol Collins and one who was influenced by gypsy music. His sister is 
Susan Collins one of Australia’s leading violinists. Again, the performance was well received by our 
audience. 
 
At the time of this report we are still waiting for a response to the EOI submitted for the next NCC 
Cultural Grant. The opportunities this assistance provided was greatly appreciated. I sincerely hope 
we are successful. 



 

 
In my last report to the AGM I rasied the idea of making the NYO Kids essentially a string program 
with then inviting young wind, brass and percussion players to supplement the strings for a concert 
etc.  It would have provided a platform to build a stronger string base. I know at the moment 
everyone is struggling for string players across all instruments. As you are probably aware we 
trialled a 2-day workshop for the NYO Kids this holidays and we had an excellent reponse across all 
areas. It had a good vibe and the feedback has been positive – already we have picked up at least 
another four players probably more. I am keen to mount the effort to maintain a mixed ensemble. 
Rodney and I have talked about this so we can increase the numbers. I would like to see NYO now 
promote some holiday camp/workshops for both orchestras as part of our program. With having 
access to the Junction School it makes it quite easy to run.  
 
Thank you to Sally, Tony and the Board for their ongoing support.          

 
 
 
 
  



 

FROM THE MANAGER 
 
2018 built on the success of Newcastle Youth Orchestra organisation, continuing with our staff – Dr 
Ian Cook as Artistic Director and Principal Conductor, Rodney Wickstrom as the Conductor of NYO 
Kids and myself as Manager.  
 
Newcastle Youth Orchestra has seen a commitment to education and providing opportunities to its 
members that they would not otherwise have the access to. Reaching a cross section of ages, gender 
and extending across Hunter, NYO has enjoyed a year of success with thanks to the support of its 
membership, families and community. 
 
Newcastle Youth Orchestra has seen the successful production of a number of significant concerts 
in the last 12 months. With performances at Newcastle Conservatorium’s Harold Lobb Concert Hall, 
Griffith Duncan Theatre, Newcastle City Hall, Avondale College of Further Education, Sacred Spaces 
Singleton, Upper Hunter Conservatorium, Muswellbrook and Maitland Town Hall, these concerts 
have offered our musicians the opportunity to perform in some of this region’s greatest venues. It 
has also been a year of collaboration with the highly successful performance of Peter and the Wolf 
and Carnival of the Animals as a part of the Newcastle Writers Festival in partnership with the 
National College of Dance.  NWO presented The Armed Man: A Mass for Peace with the Avondale 
Singers and Port Harmony with soloist Kathryn Dries . NYO was also a part of the Newcastle Music 
Festival in August 2018 with Mostly Mozart, featuring Simone Easthope and Benjamin Moser. NWO 
also partnered with the National College of Dance to present Lord of the Rings at the Griffin Duncan 
Theatre and at the Civic Theatre. And the year was brought to a close with the brilliant Wonderful 
Town performed in the Concert Hall of Newcastle City Hall on New Years Eve.  
 
NYO Kids also performed as a part of the Newcastle Writers Festival Free Family Fun Day as well as 
a performing at the Term 2 Newcastle Conservatorium Stings concert and at Kotara Westfield in 
September as a part of their community outreach program.  
 
We were lucky to the Newcastle Conservatorium home in 2018, rehearsing in the Harold Lobb 
Concert Hall. We are grateful to the Newcastle University for their support of our programs and 
commitment to music and music education in Newcastle. 
 
We were one of only three successful recipients of a Cultural Grant grant from Newcastle City 
Council, funding our program over the next two years 2018 - 2019. The Australian Decorative and 
Fine Arts Society honoured another year of support in 2018.  
 
Musica Viva continues to be a great support to NYO providing tickets to its performances at the 
Newcastle Conservatorium for our members and facilitation of a strings sectional rehearsal with 
Nicola Benedetti and Leonard Elschenbroich. 
 
The Board of NYO remain an active team committed to the sustainable planning of the orchestra.. 
We look forward to an exciting year ahead. 

 
Sally Ebert 
MANAGER 

 
 
 
 

 



 

SUPPORTERS 
NEWCASTLE CITY COUNCIL  
NYO received a two year funding commitment from the Newcastle City Council in January 2018. 
Newcastle City Council Support for Arts and Cultural Organisations in Newcastle funding program 
is to support not-for-profit arts and cultural organisations in Newcastle to be sustainable through 
developing projects for the city in collaboration with City of Newcastle. 
 
NEWCASTLE CONSERVATORIUM OF MUSIC 
The Newcastle Conservatorium of Music have more recently become strong supporters in the 
shaping and opportunity afforded to the orchestra, providing spaces for weekly rehearsals, 
developing agreements with hiring of spaces and equipment and with the promotion of our 
educational programs. 
 

RENEW NEWCASTLE 
Featuring amongst the portfolio of Renew Newcastle since 2014, Newcastle Youth Orchestra is able 
to operate in an office in the heart of Newcastle’s Hunter St Mall. This space houses our ever growing 
library of orchestral music, first donated kindly by SBS Youth Orchestra and encourages creative 
administration of the organisation during the working week. We are proud to be a Renew project 
and enjoy pop-up performances at annual events. 
 

MUSICA VIVA 
With thanks to a passionate, local sponsor, Newcastle Youth Orchestra members have in the past 
had the opportunity to participate in both social events and masterclass activities with international 
superstars presented by Musica Viva. The relationship with Musica Viva has seen Newcastle Youth 
Orchestra leading the way in regular young concert attendees. We look forward to furthering this 
relationship in 2019. 
 

NEWCASTLE WRITERS FESTIVAL 
NYO was lucky to be programmed in the 2017 Newcastle Writers Festival with Josephine Wants to 
Dance, with narration by Jackie French and Peter and the Wolf in 2018. The Newcastle Writers 
Festival provided in-kind venue hire and marketing of this very successful concert. We will continue 
this relationship for the 2019 Newcastle Writers Festival in April 2019. 
 

NATIONAL COLLEGE OF DANCE 
Both NYO and NWO partnered with the National College of Dance to present Peter and the Wolf as 
a part of the Newcastle Writers Festival and Lord of the Rings later in the year. These 
collaborations allowed us to reach new audiences and collaborate with different art forms. 
 

SPONSORS 
With the kind contributions from various sponsors such as ADFAS and Izzat Consulting Engineers, 
and further bursaries from donors has ensured the sustainability of concert programs and financial 
support for individual members of the orchestra.  

 


