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Gabrielle Cadenhead is a first year student at the University of Sydney, studying a Bachelor 
of Music Studies (Composition) at Sydney Conservatorium of Music and Bachelor of Arts 
(English). Her music degree gives her the opportunity to study under renowned Australian 
composers including Paul Stanhope, Carl Vine, Ursula Caporali and Sandy Evans. Gabrielle 
has lived in Maitland since the age of 10 and divides her time between Sydney and the 
Hunter. Her favourite kinds of music include Celtic folk music, orchestral film soundtracks 
and wind band repertoire. Gabrielle plays both flute and piano, and composed a piece for 
Maitland Grossmann High School’s Concert Band for her HSC in 2015, which was 
performed at the Hunter Valley Central Coast Bandfest. She has played in several wind 
orchestras, including Hunter Wind Ensemble, and is a current member of the Sydney Youth 
Orchestras' Symphonic Wind Orchestra. When not composing music, Gabrielle enjoys 
reading novels and aspires to be a published author one day. Under the Stars is her first 
piece for orchestra. 
 
 

 

Under the Stars 
Overture for Newcastle Youth Orchestra 
 

‘Under the Stars’ is a descriptive overture which evokes different perceptions of the stars. It 
opens with a fanfare, led by the brass, conjuring the idea of space as humanity’s next 
“frontier”. This is followed by a more peaceful section, a piccolo and flute duet portraying 
the delicate wonder of the stellar world, twinkling in its use of glockenspiel. The third section 
is more contemplative, presenting only fragments of a theme, and dwells upon the ancient 
belief that stars were the souls of the dead. This is all tied together by the recurring tubular 
bells motif, which encapsulates many of the different emotions of the piece, and resonates 
into infinity. 
 


